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ones which will perhaps occur to you) 
would, I believe, free the teaching of Eng- 
lish from many of the reproaches now di- 
rected against it by thinking men and would 
train up a generation of school and college 
graduates less tolerant of mediocrity and 
sham and more eager for substantial values 
and respectful toward real literary merit. 
The application of such standards in Eng- 
lish, moreover, would hold up the hands of 
those who, in the face of many attacks, 
have been trying to maintain them in other 
studies of the curriculum. Real reform 
in the teaching of any subject must come 
from within. Accordingly it is yours, as 
English teachers, rather than mine, either 
as a former teacher or a present executive, 
to improve conditions if need there be. I 
might, as Plato makes Socrates say, have 
said to you pleasant things which it would 
tickle your ears to hear; but I have pre- 
ferred to play the part of the Socratic gad- 
fly; and, after all, "Faithful are the wounds 
of a friend." 
Arthur S. Pease 
TOPICAL OUTLINE OF 
AMERICAN HISTORY, 
1789-1861, WITH AS- 
SIGNMENTS 
Introduction 
THE aim of this plan is to encourage 
each child to work up to the limit of 
his capacity. This does not mean 
that each child will reach the "A" standard 
but that each child will be encouraged to 
use his thinking power to the best of his 
ability. Thus each one will reach a differ- 
ent level. 
American history between 1789 and 1861 
has been divided into six topics. Each topic 
has been outlined and assignments have been 
made on each topic. There is no choice 
given in the D assignment, which calls for 
such knowledge of the history of this peri- 
od as must be gained in order to satisfy the 
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requirements of the state course of study. 
The C, B, and A assignments each contain 
several choices and allow for individual dif- 
ferences within each assignment. It is hop 
ed that the large majority of the class will 
pass from the D assignment on to the C as- 
signment and some will go on to the B and 
perhaps the A assignment. There is no 
range of grades within each assignment. 
Excellent work will be required of each 
child before he is allowed to go from one 
assignment to another; his grade depends 
upon the quantity of work done. He either 
masters the assignment or he does not. 
If a child who has mastered the D assign- 
ment wants to tackle a particularly chal- 
lenging B assignment before he does a C 
assignment, it would be wiser not to break 
the law of readiness by forcing him to do a 
C assignment but let him do the B assign- 
ment. However, he will only receive C 
credit for mastery of the B assignment un- 
til he has also mastered a C assignment, at 
which time he will receive B credit. This, 
of course, is the exception and not the rule. 
The child, when working upon these as- 
signments, is not expected to be working 
for a grade and these assignments are not 
to be held up to him as grade markers. Rath- 
er he is working for a mastery of the sub- 
ject. The letters, A, B, C and D may not 
be mentioned to the children at all, but the 
assignments may be called Group 1, Group 
2, etc. ~ rTr*Tf 
The length of time given to each topic 
must be regulated by each teacher. The 
place to call time is when one or 
two students have reached the A standard. 
Of course, if no one reaches this standard 
within a reasonable length of time the teach- 
er may have to call time. However, it 
would not be advisable to break off a piece 
of work particularly satisfying (to pupil 
and teacher) for the sake of time. 
This plan is not fixed but should be 
changed by each teacher to suit the needs 
of her class. The order in which the topics I 
appear, or the topics themselves, may be 
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changed. The assignments may be changed 
or added to at any time. The wise teacher 
will watch her class for suggestions of as- 
signments and will use these when possible. 
Topics 
1. Social history (music, art, literature, 
education, religion.) 
2. Economic, commercial, and financial 
history 
3. First 15 presidents and political history 
4. Foreign affairs 
5. Political parties 
6. Slavery 
These topics are arranged in the order 
in which we believe they could be used most 
naturally and beneficially. We have select- 
ed social history for the first topic because 
it is one in which children are easily inter- 
ested and also because a knowledge of so- 
cial history makes the study of political his- 
tory more easily understood. Slavery has 
been chosen for the last topic because it 
leads naturally into the study of history af- 
ter 1861. 
Assignments 
The D assignment for each topic con- 
sists of assigned readings and satisfactory 
participation in class discussions. Checks 
should be given on this work. The C, B, 
and A assignments are jobs that the children 
may do, over and above the regular class 
work. The assignments are not complete 
enough to be used as contracts under the 
Dalton plan, although they allow for indi- 
vidual work and supervised study. 
Suggested books may be found at the end 
of this plan in the bibliography for children. 
Topic 1 
C assignments: 
1. Write a booklet on the life and works 
of one composer of this period. 
Illustrate it if possible. 
2. Collect in a scrapbook pictures by 
the greatest artists of this period. 
Write something interesting under 
each picture about it. 
3. Imagine yourself taking a journey 
in 1790, and write a letter to a friend 
describing your adventures. 
B assignments: 
1. Make a notebook containing poems 
and songs of this period. Tell some- 
thing about each one. 
2. Locate the 6 largest cities in the U. 
S. in colonial times and the 6 larg- 
est today. Compare the two sets in 
size, appearance, and provision for 
public health and safety. What pro- 
vision of this kind does your city 
make? 
3. Plan a typical Virginia plantation. 
Compare the manner of living at that 
time with the manner of living today. 
A assignments: 
1. Write a paper of at least 500 words 
comparing the condition of the lab- 
orer in 1830 with his condition in 
1925. Decide in which period you 
would prefer to live, and give your 
reasons. 
2. Make a collection of Negro folk 
songs. Try to find out how some of 
them originated. Could you and sev- 
eral of your classmates learn some of 
them and sing them for the class? 
Their history will need to be explain- 
ed before they are sung. 
Topic 2 
C assignments: 
1. Make a list of labor-saving devices in 
your home, and another list of the 
devices there for increasing comfort. 
How many of these have been in- 
vented since 1800? Since 1900? 
2. Tell in story the achievements of the 
American Navy in the War of 1812. 
3. Make a list of things eaten and worn 
by people in 1815 which had been 
produced by machinery. 
B assignments: 
1. Debate the questions of the first Na- 
tional Bank according to Hamilton- 
Marshall vs. Jefferson-Jackson. 
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2. Write on the following features of 
our foreign commerce since the Civil 
War: (a) relative importance of our 
agricultural and manufactured ex- 
ports, (b) effect of our high tariffs 
on foreign commerce. 
A assignments: 
1. Make a list of the problems that 
arose when men began to do their 
work in factories. How many of 
these problems have been solved ? 
How many partly solved? 
2. Imagine yourself living in 1860 and 
listening to a man 70 years old, who 
is telling his grandchildren what 
wonderful changes have taken place 
in living conditions during his life- 
time through inventions and discov- 
eries in industry and science. Tell 




1. Draw on a map of the U. S. the parts 
of the U. S. that at one time belong- 
ed to Great Britain; to Holland; to 
France; to Spain; to Mexico. 
2. Make and fill in a chart of the Presi- 
dents down to 1844. 
Date ] Name | Party | Chief Events 
3. Draw a time line to indicate the peri- 
od from 1790 to 1860. Below the 
line, mark for the right years the 
most important inventions in indus- 
try and transportation. Above the 
line, mark the most important politi- 
cal events. 
B assignments: 
1. Draw two maps of the United States, 
one in 1800 and one in 1803, and 
show by what countries it was bound- 
ed in those years. 
2. Read the biography of any one of 
these presidents. Study his life. Tell 
the class the story of his life. 
3. Compile not fewer than twenty short 
stories, anecdotes, or poems about 
the presidents. 
A assignments: 
1. Write a letter to your congressman 
showing him, by comparison and 
contrast, the relation existing be- 
tween our government and Cuba to- 
, day and the relation existing between 
our government and Wisconsin (any 
state) before it became a state. Is 
there any comparison between this 
and the relation existing between 
England and her colonies in the 18th 
century ? 
2. Read Washington's Farewell Ad- 
dress. Summarize it for publication 
in the school paper during the month 
of his birthday. 
Topic 4 
C assignments: 
1. List the wars that the United States 
took part in during this period, giv- 
ing the causes and results of each. 
2. Make a list of the reasons why the 
Monroe Doctrine seemed expedient. 
3. Outline the growth of the United 
States from its beginning, showing 
when and from whom each piece of 
territory was acquired, and how it 
was gained (whether by purchase, 
arbitration, or conquest.) 
4. Outline the steps by which the 
boundary between the United States 
and Canada has been established. 
B assignments; 
1. Explain in a paper of at least 500 
words how the war of 1812 helped 
the United States in the development 
of commerce and manufacturing. 
2. Write a paper justifying or opposing 
the purchase of the Louisiana terri- 
tory. 
3. Make a table showing the territorial 
expansion of the United States from 
1803 to 1853. Include in your table 
the following items: (1) name of 
territory acquired; (2) date of ac- 
quisition; (3) method of acquisition; 
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(4) present states and parts of states 
included. 
A assignments: 
1. Prepare and give a talk supporting 
or opposing protective tariff. 
2. On an outline map show the terri- 
tory included in the Louisiana Pur- 
chase. Compare the trip of Lewis 
and Clark on the map with a trip 
across the continent today. 
Topic 5 
C assignments; 
1. Should you have been a Federalist 
or a Democrat-Republican in 1800? 
Make a list of the things in which 
each party believed. 
2. Have the pupils to conduct a political 
campaign for the election of any of 
the first 15 presidents. 
3. Write a paper on the formation 
of the present Republican party. 
B assignments; 
1. Compare or contrast the platforms 
of the Democratic and Whig parties 
in 1844 with the Democratic and Re- 
publican parties in 1856. 
2. Show on a map of the U. S. how 
many cabinet members each state has 
furnished to the country. 
3. Write two letters to a leading Wash- 
ington newspaper in 1845 : one from 
a Whig of the North telling why he 
opposed entrance into the Mexican 
war and the other from a Democrat 
of the South in answer to the first 
telling why he favored entrance into 
the Mexican war. 
A assignments: 
1. Write a paper on the history of the 
Democratic party from its beginning 
as the Anti-Federalist party to 1860. 
Use it as the basis of a talk to the 
class. 
2. Make a diagram to show the growth 
of political parties; give the names 
of the leaders, the dates of forma- 




1. Use the index of your textbook and 
with its aid construct an outline of 
the development of slavery and the 
slavery question from 1619 to 1860. 
2. Draw a may of the U. S. and on it 
show how the country was divided 
by the Kansas-Nebraska Bill. Indi- 
cate (a) the slave states, (b) the 
free states, (c) the territory open to 
- slavery by the principle of popular 
sovereignty. 
3. Make a table for the admission of 
new states down to 1861, with date 
for each, and statement whether slave 
or free. 
B assignments: 
1. Prepare one of the following to give 
as a talk before the class; (a) The 
South and the Negro in Colonial 
Times, (b) The Intimate Connec- 
tion of Slavery with the Annexation 
of Territory, (c) The Effect of the 
Invention of the Cotton Gin on the 
Question of Slavery. 
2. Two brothers living in a border state 
at the end of the year 1861 cannot 
see the question of secession in the 
same way. Write a dialogue in which 
the one gives his reasons for desir- 
ing the preservation of the Union, 
the other for favoring secession. 
A assignments: 
1. Present to the class the dialogue 
written as B assignment No. 2. 
2. Give a 5 minute talk before the class 
on the life and contributions of either 
Webster, Hayne, Calhoun, or Clay. 
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